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Before election to the City Council in 1992, 

Mr. Baldwin was president of the San Gabriel 
Chamber of Commerce. Since then, he has 
been actively involved with the Southern Cali-
fornia Association of Governments (SCAG). 
He served as President of the West San Ga-
briel Valley YMCA and is currently a board 
member of the Arthritis Foundation of South-
ern California, San Gabriel Valley Branch, in 
addition to being involved with many other or-
ganizations. 

Mayor Baldwin has been a tireless advocate 
for the City of San Gabriel and the region as 
a whole. I ask all Members to join me in 
thanking Harry L. Baldwin for the years of self-
less, dedicated service he has provided to the 
community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF NOWRUZ, 
IRANIAN NEW YEAR 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of Nowruz, which marks the 
traditional Iranian New Year and dates back 
more than 3,000 years. Nowruz, literally 
meaning ‘‘new day,’’ celebrates the arrival of 
spring and occurs on the vernal equinox which 
this year happened on Friday, March 20th. 

Through the ages Nowruz has provided the 
occasion for renewal and rejuvenation, dis-
playing new resolve in settling old issues, and 
making new beginnings. Nowruz celebrates 
the core of our common humanity and our re-
lation to Mother Nature. Although colored with 
vestiges of Iran’s Mazdian and Zoroastrian 
past, Nowruz celebration is neither religious 
nor national in nature, nor is it an ethnic cele-
bration. Muslim, Jewish, Zoroastrian, Baha’i, 
and Christian Iranians as well as many other 
peoples celebrate Nowruz with the same en-
thusiasm and sense of belonging. 

As an original cosponsor of H. Res. 267, 
which recognizes the cultural and historical 
significance of Nowruz, I am pleased that we 
are using this occasion to reflect on the many 
contributions Iranian Americans have made to 
our society. I am proud of the ethnically di-
verse district that I represent and greatly ap-
preciate all that Iranian Americans have added 
to the rich and varied culture of New York 
City. 

Recognizing the cultural and historical sig-
nificance of Nowruz and in its observance, I 
want to wish Iranian Americans and all those 
who observe this holiday a happy and pros-
perous new year. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF MS. BESSIE 
SWINDLE AND THE DEDICATION 
OF THE BESSIE SWINDLE COM-
MUNITY CENTER IN HOUSTON, 
TEXAS 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2009 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today I am honored to recognize the life and 

contributions of a distinguished member of my 
Houston staff, a constituent and more impor-
tantly a friend who was honored on Saturday, 
March 21, 2009 with the naming of the Bessie 
Swindle Community Center in Houston, Texas. 

A respected leader and activist, Ms. Swindle 
has committed her life to serving her commu-
nity. Over the course of more than thirty years, 
she has endeavored to serve as the voice for 
those who have, over the years, found them-
selves in unfortunate and difficult cir-
cumstances. I believe her record of unselfish 
dedication to her city and community will serve 
as a bright light for those who dare to follow 
in her footsteps. 

Ms. Bessie Swindle was born in Loreauville, 
Louisiana and transplanted to Houston. Cur-
rently, she is the Outreach Coordinator for 
Congressman AL GREEN of the 9th Congres-
sional District of Texas. Ms. Swindle was ap-
pointed by Mayor Bill White to his Phone 
Tower Commission and is a former member of 
the Police Officers Civil Service Commission- 
City of Houston, which is responsible for re-
viewing HPD criminal activities. 

During her distinguished lifetime of service, 
Ms. Swindle has earned numerous awards 
and honors. In 2004, she was a recipient of an 
Honorary Associate in Arts Degree from Hous-
ton Community College System. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, I would be remiss 
if I did not thank Mayor Bill White, City Con-
troller Annise Parker, and the distinguished 
members of the Houston City Council, includ-
ing the Honorable Wanda Adams who spon-
sored this special tribute, for their foresight in 
honoring my friend, Ms. Bessie Swindle. 
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SMALL BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION EXTENSION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 17, 2009 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in strong support of H.R. 1541. 

The Small Business Administration (SBA) 
was created in 1953, and has a current busi-
ness loan portfolio of roughly 220,000 loans 
worth more than $50 billion, which makes it 
the largest single financial backer of U.S. busi-
nesses. My district is home to many of these 
businesses, many of which are struggling to 
hang tough in this trying economy. 

In the 110th Congress, several short-term 
SBA authorization measures were enacted; 
the latest was signed into law on May 23, 
2008. Under that law, authorization for SBA 
programs is scheduled to expire on March 20. 
I am hopeful that President Obama continues 
the recognition and support for small busi-
nesses that he demonstrated yesterday. His 
leadership, along with that of my colleague 
NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ on these issues could not 
come at a more important time. 

Small business is frequently viewed as an 
incubator for employment and economic 
growth, and is a continuing legislative and 
oversight concern for Congress due to its con-
stitutional role, through the interstate com-
merce and general welfare clauses, to pro-
mote economic well being and prosperity. 

While many analysts believe a very signifi-
cant percentage of the nation’s jobs are cre-

ated by small businesses, others note that a 
great many small businesses fail every year 
thereby eliminating jobs. 

The 111th Congress is likely to consider 
many small business issues as it debates re-
authorization for the many Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) programs that are sched-
uled to expire in 2009. Our small business 
owners need certainty to plan for the future 
and I will continue to work hard for a more 
permanent solution to complement the author-
izations that many businesses have to endure. 

A primary issue in the reauthorization is like-
ly to be the cost to the government of various 
small business assistance programs. The 
Bush Administration had proposed that certain 
loan programs be cut back or eliminated, that 
borrowers in the SBA’s basic loan program be 
charged higher fees, and that interest rates for 
disaster loans rise to market levels after five 
years. I hope that a full review of these poli-
cies is underway by the new administration. 

Ways to insure that small businesses ben-
efit from economic stimulus programs are like-
ly to be considered. Finding ways for small 
businesses to provide health insurance to em-
ployees could be vital in getting elements of 
the business community to be actively sup-
porting and working with Congress as we 
press ahead with legislation on health care. I 
understand that we in Congress cannot run 
your businesses for you. I just want to be 
there to help fashion fair and reasonable legis-
lation that affects small business. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill authorizes Small Busi-
ness Administration programs and authority 
through July 31 and again it is my hope that 
we continue to engage the business commu-
nity as this Congress seeks to move America 
from recession back to prosperity. 
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NATIONAL CONSUMER COOPERA-
TIVE BANK ACT AMENDMENTS 
OF 2009 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 23, 2009 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
offer the National Consumer Cooperative Bank 
Act Amendments of 2009. This legislation 
makes a technical correction to the National 
Consumer Cooperative Bank Act of 1978. 

The National Consumer Cooperative Bank 
Act of 1978 created the National Consumer 
Cooperative Bank, NCB, which is dedicated to 
strengthening communities nationwide through 
the delivery of banking and financial services, 
complemented by a special focus on coopera-
tive expansion and economic development. 
The same Act established a non-profit cor-
poration to reach further into low income com-
munities and to serve disadvantaged popu-
lations. NCB Capital Impact is that non-profit, 
mission-driven subsidiary of NCB that works to 
provide housing, education, health care, cul-
tural centers, small businesses and social 
services in economically distressed commu-
nities. 

NCB Capital Impact has an impressive track 
record providing assistance to low- and mod-
erate-income communities. Over time, NCB 
has invested $250 million for education facili-
ties; helped finance 137,396 school seats; 
33,132 units of multifamily homeownership or 
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